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Chaire religion, culture et société



Comparative Projects on Diversity

• Religion and Society Research Program (2007-

2013). Lancaster University, United Kingdom 

(www.religionandsociety.org.uk/

– Linda Woodhead, Professor, 

Director l.woodhead@lancaster.ac.uk



Comparative Projects on Diversity

• Religious Diversity and Secular Models in 

Europe. Innovative Approaches to Law and 

Policy (RELIGARE) (2010-2013). Catholic 

University Leuven, Belgium 

www.religareproject.eu

– Marie-Claire Foblets, Professor, 

Director foblets@eth.mpg.de



Comparative Projects on Diversity

• The Impact of Religion – Challenges for 

Society, Law and Democracy. Uppsala Religion 

and Society Research Centre

• http://www.crs.uu.se/Research/impactofreligion

– Per Petterson, Director

– And other projects in Denmark, Finland, Norway, 

etc.



Comparative Projects on Diversity

Religious Diversity and Its Limits:
Moving Beyond Tolerance and Accommodation

2009 - 2015

– Dir. Lori Beaman (with S. Lefebvre & P. Brodeur as 
co-investigators)

Discursive and practical uses that are made of ideas 
of “religious diversity” are at the centre of this 
project.

www.religionanddiversity.ca



General Remarks

• Large teams

• No consensus

• Different types: Large programs with different 

projects, and/or final report

• Tensions between scholars, civil society and 

policy makers



My project

• Cultural and religious diversity in four 

national contexts: a comparative study of the 

dynamics of identity and the regulation of 

religion (Public Commissions)

• Quebec, Belgium, France, Britain



Commissions

• Parekh 2000

• Stasi 2003

• Bouchard-Taylor 2008

• Foblets-Kulakowski 2010



Research Team

• Dir. S Lefebvre

• Coinvestigators:
– Lori Beaman & Peter Beyer (Ottawa)

– Jean-François Gaudreault-Desbiens (UdM)

• Collaborators: 
– Céline Béraud (France); Marie-Claire Foblets (Belgium & RELIGARE); 

– James A. Beckford, Tariq Modood &

– Varun Uberoi 

– And doctoral and master’s students



May 2012 – May 2017

• Year 1 (2012-2013): Reports and Academic 

influences, backgrounds

– Comparison of  the four reports and 

recommendations

– Identification of instances of implementation of 

the recommendations, and of influential academic 

work (before and during the commission)



Year 2 (2013-2014)

•Media corpus, political and community reception

•Database

– Identification and analysis of national editorials media corpus 

over a period of three years (before, during and after);

– Identification of public policies implemented, feedback from key

organizations;

– Additional analysis of academic writings;

– Identification of the posterior academic reception;

– If applicable, identification of other similar reports published in 

other contexts.



Year 3 (2014-2015)

• Analysis of the impact of the commissions in 

terms of public policy and legislations;

• Identifying the positions of key organizations

• Completing the database



Year 4-5 (2015-2016)

• Analysis of the late academic reception:

- International reception

- Transdisciplinary approaches of the material 

collected and analyzed during the first three 

years

- Dissemination and publications (cf Year 5) 



Database

-Creation of a private space on my website:

-www.crcs.umontreal.ca

-More than 4000 documents (a more elaborated 

database next year, to be publicly available)



Comparative Study of the Dynamics of Identity and 

the Regulation of Religion

• 3 Fundamental Themes:
Theme 1 - Controversies around collective 
identity and ethno-religious diversity
Theme 2 - Management and regulation of 
religion (4 aspects):

– a. Reasonable accommodations and freedom of 
religion

– b. Gender relations 



Research Themes

• c. Management in public institutions

d. Transformations of the national models 

(secularism, secularization, multiculturalism 

and interculturalism)

• Theme 3: Interactions between these national 

debates: circulation, convergence and 

competition of ideas and politico-legal models 

(team)



A Key Factor: Circulation/Competition

• Exceptionalism is, as it always can be seen to 

be, a neo-nationalist response to the 

challenge of more internationalist thinking, 

recuperating what is positive at home for a 

national ideology, while masking the 

explanatory weakness of a single case 

framework (Favell 2001).



Immediate Reception

Very critical: Britain, Quebec, Belgium

Britain: racial equality: the day after it was 

published, an important newspaper wrote:

“British is racist, says peer trying to rewrite our 

history”

One key idea provoked this angry reaction: 



Immediate Reception

• “Britishness, as much as Englishness, has 

systematic, largely unspoken, racial 

connotations. Whiteness nowhere features as 

an explicit condition of being British, but is 

widely understood that Englishness, and 

therefore by extension, Britishness is racially 

coded’” (Parekh report; Tarik Modood) 



Immediate Reception

• Bouchard-Taylor report 

• The day it was published, the Government of 

Quebec voted to keep the crucifix on the wall 

of the National Assemblee (directly against a 

proposal of the report); 

• The question of national identity raised all 

sorts of criticism; 



Immediate Reception

• The Belgium report received a radical 

rejection in the public opinion.

• Ex. Replacing some Christian religious holidays 

with others



Immediate Reception

• Stasi Report:  was applied very quickly, maybe 

because it was the only commission chaired 

by a politician; and because the report did not 

take the individual rights stance, banning the 

wearing of the hijab from public schools (the 

most famous recommendation)



Circulation: Reasonable 

Accommodation 

• Comes from the Anglo-Saxon judicial field 

(work); was mentioned in the Parekh report in 

1998;

• The Stasi report talked about the 

accommodation, as an interesting Quebec 

idea, insisting on the fact that the individual 

has to accommodate the group (the opposite 

meaning);



Reasonnable Accommodation

• The Belgium Report thought it was a very 
interesting idea but decided to change the 
word for « Aménagements ». 

• In fact the RA concept became very 
controversial.

• And more seriously, it now stands as a sort of 
paradigm for sorting out conflictual relations 
with immigrants, the « other ». 

• We lost control of the concept. 



Theoretical framework

• 1 - Critical studies on identity, construction of 

the other

– construction of the other in the context of fragile 

majorities (Quebec, Belgium)

– visions of the self/other emerging from the 

discourse on diversity and politics of pluralism



Theoretical Framework

� Critical studies on identity, construction of the 

other

� Impacts on the identity construction of minorities

� Close and often problematic interrelationship 

between culture, religion, and ethnicity.



Theoretical Framework 

• 2. Theories and conceptions of the regulation 

of religion

– Representations of diversity, equality and 

religious freedom

– Four legal angles:



Theoritical Framework 

– Four legal angles:

• a. integration of national legal systems within broader 

legal orders;

• b. consequences of the belonging of these societies to 

the traditions of civil law or common law;

• c. problem of the protection of "minorities within 

minorities";

d. representations of the role of law in the governance 

of pluralistic societies.



My Specific Project: National Identities 

and Narratives

• Stasi Report (Stasi being a politician) : 
National Identity covered by the Republican 
Laïcité: the question of religion is clearly at 
stake – forbidding of hijab at school seems to 

satisfy the public opinion.

• Foblets and Kulakowski 2010: mentions ethnic 
groups but do not develop: work on 
intercultural relations, integration of 
minorities, discrimination. 



National Identities

• Majority-minority relations are most clearly 

identified by commissions in Britain and 

Quebec (lenghty developments). 



Identity Discomforts

• In the four cases arise issues of discrimination 
against minorities, and the commission is 
requested because of the expression of 
identity conflicts and discomforts. 
Respectively feel 'at risk':

- In the UK, some Britishness woven through 
the co-existence of England, Scotland and 
Wales;



Identity Discomforts

• - In France, the principle of secularism, 

founder of the Republic (no ethnic group 

named);

- The core "founder" of Quebecers of French-

Canadian origin, a minority in Canada and 

North America;

- The multi-linguistic and multiethnic Belgium 

(French and Flemish) and regional (Walloon, 

Brussels, Flemish).



Changing National Narratives

• Religion and Changing National Narratives

• Resistance to change (public opinion, media, 

reception)

• Agents of change

• Public policies


